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This REPORT consists of a total of _ 
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This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, comprising: 

a. I I (sent to the applicant and to the Intemational Bureau) a total of 

I I sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have been amended and are the basis of this report 
and/or sheets containing rectifications authorized by this Authority (see Rule 70. 1 6 and Section 607 of the 
Administrative Instructions). 
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readable form only, as indicated in the Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing (see Section 802 of the 
Administrative Instructions). 

This report contains indications relating to the following items: 

Basis of the report 

Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial apphcability 
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citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain docmnents cited 

Certain defects in the international application 
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the international application as originally filed/furnished 

the description: 

pages 
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□ 



□ 



□ 



□ 



as originally filed/furnished 



pages" 
pages" 



received by this Authority on . 
received by this Authority on . 



the claims: 

pages 

pages* 

pages* 

pages* 



as originally filed/furnished 



as amended (together with any statement) under Article 1 9 



received by this Authority on . 
received by this Authority on . 



the drawings: 
pages 



as originally filed/furnished 



pages'* 
pages'* 



received by this Authority on . 
received by this Authority on _ 
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any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify)', _ 



This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments annexed to this report and listed below had not been 
made, since they have been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box 
(Rule 70.2(c)). 
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□ 
□ 
□ 
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the claims, Nos. 



the drawings, sheets/figs 
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any table(s) related to sequence Usting (specify): _ 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1 . Statement 



Novelty (N) Claims ^ ^ YES 

Claims NO 

Inventive step (IS) Claims 3 — 4 YES 

Claims 1-2 NO 

Industrial applicability (lA) Claims .1—4 YES 

Claims NO 



2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 



Document i: JP10-074530A (Aisin Takaoka Co., Ltd.), 1998.03.17, claims, Figs. 1-6 
Document 2: JP09-237633A (Aisin Takaoka Co., Ltd.), 1997.09.09, claims, Figs. 1-2 
Document 3: JP09-283157A (Mitsubishi Electric Co., Ltd.), 1997.10.31, [01058] - 
[0106], Fig. 10 

Claim i: 

The invention as defined in claim 1 lacks inventive step over Documents 1*3 
cited in the international search report. 

Document 1 discloses a fuel cell separator comprising a central part made of a 
metal member, an outer peripheral part made of a metal member and a rubber member, 
and a projecting part formed integrally with the rubber member and surrounding the 
central part. 

As shown in Documents 2 and 3, it is well known in this field of technology to 
provide an outer peripheral member made solely of a rubber member. 

Accordingly, a skilled artisan is deemed to encounter no difficulty in applying 
the outer peripheral part made solely of the rubber member to the invention of 
Document 1. 

Claim 2: 

The invention defined in claim 2 lacks inventive step over Documents 1 — 3. 
Document 2 teaches forming the peripheral part with a rubber member made 
from a silicone resin. 

Claims 3, 4: 

The inventions defined in claims 3 and 4 involve novelty and inventive step 
over the references cited in the international search report. 

The inventions defined in claims 3 and 4 are in no way taught by the references 
and deemed non-obvious to skilled artisans. 
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